
 
Dates To Remember  

 
02-27  Spirit Day/ Wear Animal Print  
 
02-28  Spirit Day/ Wear your Favorite 
            Book Character  
 
03-01  Spirit Day/ Wear Shirts From  
            Places Visited  
 
03-02  Spirit Day/ Wear Cozy Socks  
 
03-03  Spirit Day/ Read with a Buddy-  
            bring in your favorite stuffed 
            animal 
 
03-06  *Half Day/ Parent/ Teacher  
            Conferences   
 
03-06  K, 1, & 2 Field Trip      
 
03-07  *Half Day/ Parent/ Teacher  
           Conferences  
 
03-08  *Half Day/ Parent/ Teacher  
           Conferences 
 
03-10   End of 2nd Trimester 
 
03-13  Virtual PTA Meeting 7:00pm  
 
03-16  Cultural Arts Program  
 
03-17  Spirit Day/ Wear Green  
 
03-20  School Closed for Students 
            PD Day for Teachers 
 
03-24   PTA Dance 7:00pm-9:00pm 
 

*Pre-K Half Day Schedule: 

Mrs. Pepe, Miss Plotkin & Mrs. Millar:  

9:00am – 1:00pm 

Ms. Bruss, Ms. DeCaito,  

Miss Fairweather and Ms. Munro:  

AM  9:00am-11:00            

PM  11:00am-1:00pm 

 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Your headline is an im-

portant part of the newslet-

ter and should be considered 

carefully. 

In a few words, it should 

accurately represent the 

contents of the story and 

draw readers into the story. 

Develop the headline before 

you write the story. This 

way, the headline will help 

you keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible head-

lines include Product Wins 

Industry Award, New Prod-

uct Can Save You Time!, 

Membership Drive Exceeds 

Goals, and New Office 

Opens Near You. 

Principal’s Message   

Hello Eastlake Families!! 
We have recently completed over 100 days of the 
school year and we are excited to keep our momen-
tum going through the rest of the winter and into the 
coming spring. Traditionally this part of the year can 
be a little tedious for our students as they are fully im-
mersed into their grade level curriculum and will soon 
begin preparation for the next grade level. 
 
It is often important to check the progress of goals 
that were set in September and reset them for suc-
cess going into the remainder of the year. Here are 
some methods you can use to keep your child fo-
cused and maintain a positive mindset. 
 
GROW YOUR CHILD’S GOALS 
Start small and build on success by working with your 
child to set a fun and attainable goal within a short 
time. Something like finishing a book that was started 
or completing a craft project. Building on these small-
er goals creates momentum for future successes. 
 
LET YOUR CHILD CHOOSE 
Letting your child decide an achievement he/she 
wants to accomplish will give him/her ownership of 
the goal. You can help your child create a plan for 
achieving a goal that both of you can share in but by 
letting your child choose the task he/she takes owner-
ship of the goal and has a better incentive to succeed 
 
WISHES CAN COME TRUE 
If your child uses a lot of “I wish” statements, this may 
be a good opportunity to help him/her to write down 
specific action steps and a timetable for accomplish-
ing their “wish”. 
 
APPLAUD EFFORT 
As your child begins to set goals and work toward 
them, do not forget to praise them for their efforts. 
Praising your child’s efforts and accomplishments is 
an incredible way to build positive relationships and 
motivate them to continue with their goal setting 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Sebastian Powell 
Principal- Eastlake School 
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Preschool: Our friends in preschool have 
been busy learning! We wrapped up the 
month of January learning about transporta-
tion. A few things we learned were different 
types of transportation, ways to travel and the 
environmental print we see on the roads. 
 
We started the month of February learning 
about buildings. We learned about the differ-
ent types of buildings we see in our commu-
nity, what they are made of and the features 
they have. We also learned about who builds 
buildings and the tools that they use. The 
week of Valentine’s day, we learned all about 
friendship. Our students learned about how 
to be a good friend by using kind words, 
sharing with others, and taking turns. We cel-
ebrated Valentine's Day in our classrooms by 
exchanging valentines with our friends! We 
are so excited.  
                                                                
We are looking forward to learning about 
dental health at the end of the month. We will 
learn what a dentist does, the tools they use, 
how to take care of our teeth and foods that 
are healthy for our teeth. A friendly reminder 
to continue to practice good hygiene with 
your little ones! Please remind them to cover 
their coughs and sneezes in their elbow and 
practice frequent hand washing. Encourage 
them to keep their hands away from their 
mouths, noses and eyes.  
 
Thank You, 
 
The Eastlake Preschool Team, 
Ms. Bruss, Ms. DeCaito, Miss 
Fairweather, Ms. Munro, Mrs. 
Millar, Mrs. Pepe, Miss Plotkin and 
Mrs. Rodzen 

 

Kindergarten: Kindergarten has been working 
hard on tapping and blending their letter 
sounds in order to sound out words that they 
are reading in their books. This strategy is also 
helpful when students are writing because it 
allows them to stretch out the word and listen 
to all the sounds before writing it down. Stu-
dents are still reading and writing simple sen-
tences filled with these types of 'tappable' 
words along with some common sight words 
like: me, you, and, can, I, a, see, the, like, and 
more. As we start reading nonfiction books, 
many of the books we bring home for home-
work will be filled with real-life photographs! 
Even though the words may be too hard to 
read, students can 'read' the nonfiction books 
by looking closely at pictures and growing 
more knowledge about the topic. You may 
read these books to your child and ask them 
"What are you still wondering about? What do 
you still want to know?"  

As we continue subtracting, continue using 
real-life scenarios to practice this skill. For ex-
ample, "We have 7 apples. Some were eaten. 
Now there are 4 left. How many did we eat?" 
has your child figuring out what the 'take away' 
number is. Another example, "I have 8 cook-
ies. Mom eats 3. Now, how many do I have 
left over?" has your child finding the leftover 
number. We will be representing and counting 
teen numbers next, so helping your child count 
out loud from 1-20 will be really helpful to 
know the proper counting order. As spring ap-
proaches, we will be meeting again for Parent-
Teacher Conferences between March 6-8. 
Please be sure to sign up for a time slot to 
meet with your child's teacher to discuss their 
progress.  

Thank you,  

Mrs. Canning & Mrs. Leong  
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Second Grade: Wow, we cannot believe that it 
is already the middle of the school year! To start 
the month, we kicked off our 100th Day of 
School at Eastlake. Second grade had their 
amazing PJ Concert with Ms. Poccia! Valen-
tine's Day had students create personalized gift 
bags and exchanged valentines with their class-
mates. 

 
We’re moving along in Math. We have extended 
our knowledge of addition and subtraction in the 
tens and ones places. Students know how to re-
group with bigger numbers and solve multi-step 
word problems. In Science, we are investigating 
the differences between solids and liquids. Stu-
dents have been enjoying hands-on investiga-
tions and recording observations. 
 
In Reader's workshop students have been work-
ing in partnerships and reading realistic fiction 
books looking for character feelings and problem 
solutions. In Writing workshop students are writ-
ing their own realistic fiction stories, using what 
they learn from reading and applying to their 
writing. We have been using mentor texts to try 
craft moves. In Foundations students have been 
learning about suffix endings such as (s, es, ed, 
ing) and learning new vowel team sounds. 
 
We encourage students to keep reading at 
home and building their independent staminia as 
well as continuing to practice addition and sub-
traction facts and know them in a snap! 
 
Second Grade Team 
Ms. Gallagher & Ms. Guadagnino 
 
 

First Grade: Dear First Grade Families,  

 

• Valentine's Day: Friendship & Kindness was 
the theme of our Valentine's Day celebration. 
Students enjoyed special snacks, making 
crafts, and exchanging cards with their friends. 
Students decorated special bags to collect 
their treats and a fun day was had by all! 

 
* 100th Day of School: It's hard to believe that 
we have reached day 100 of first grade! Our 
mathematicians participated in all things 100, 
including dressing up to be 100 years old. We 
practiced counting by tens to 100, putting to-
gether 100-piece puzzles, and filling in missing 
numbers on a 100 chart to name a few. 
 
* Animal Research Project: To conclude our 
unit on nonfiction writing, students conducted a 
research project all about an animal. Students 
used an online research tool called PebbleGo to 
learn all about their animal. After completing 
their research, students assembled a book with 
their information. The students worked really 
hard and did a fantastic job. 

 

Best, 

Mrs. Breiten & Ms. Hebbelinck 

 

 

 

 

Our first graders have been extremely busy cel-
ebrating many important events in first grade. 
Here are some highlights: 

We look forward to seeing you all during  
parent-teacher conferences. Please be sure 
to sign-up for a meeting in Genesis.  
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Third Grade: We are in the world of Nonfic-
tion in 3rd grade! Readers have been explor-
ing expository texts and figuring out the dif-
ferences between those and narrative nonfic-
tion texts that tell a story, like a biography. 
Identifying the main idea and supporting de-
tails of a nonfiction text can be hard without 
headings, but looking for pop-out sentences 
can guide in growing knowledge about the 
topic.  
 
Informational writers are working on their top-
ics and organizing them into subtopics that 
can inform even further. In Math, we have 
moved on to division, 3rd graders are under-
standing that while multiplication is repeated 
addition, division is repeated subtraction. As 
usual, keeping up with fluency practice on 
Reflex will benefit your child greatly. In Social 
Studies, we are focused on how our state de-
veloped.  In Science, students investigated 
the ways water reacts on different types of 
materials, and how surface area and temper-
ature impact evaporation.  Next, we will be 
investigating Seasons and Climate.  
 
Ms.  Coen & Mrs.  Pandya 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade: As part of our nonfiction unit, 
the fourth grade has started working on our 
extreme weather research projects. We are 
using our comprehension strategies to be-
come experts on information like what caus-
es a tsunami to form, how to stay safe in a 
hurricane, and what happened during the in-
famous Tri-State Tornado. 

 In math, we have started our unit on frac-
tions. We have been using models to create 
and generate equivalent fractions and will be 
moving on to simplifying and comparing frac-
tions next week.  

 

In science, we are continuing our unit on en-
ergy by learning about series and parallel 
circuits through hands-on experiments. 

 African American history month has us 
learning about some very important and in-
fluential people in social studies, such as 
Mae Jemison, the first African American fe-
male astronaut, and LeBron James who just 
became the all time leading scorer in the 
history of the NBA! As part of our nonfiction 
unit, the fourth grade has started working on 
our extreme weather research projects.  

 

Ms.Carroll , Mrs. Mastrangelo  & Mrs. Schul 

4th Grade Team  

 

 

 

 
Fifth Grade: This weather has us all crazy, 
one day shorts and one day parka. In read-
ing, we are “Reading Like a Fan.” The stu-
dents are diving deep into a specific author 
and her many literary works of art, Patricia 
Polacco is our author in this unit. As a book 
club, the children will explore her many nov-
els and discuss the meaning behind each of 
her books along with looking for literary ele-
ments such as character traits, setting, 
theme and connection to the author. They 
will also have the opportunity to listen to Pa-
tricia herself read some of her very own nov-
els via virtual read-alouds. In math, we will 
be finishing up our unit on adding and sub-
tracting fractions and diving into multiplica-
tion.The students will be multiplying frac-
tions by whole numbers, fraction by fraction 
and interpreting word problems. In science, 
the students are busy determining the rela-
tionship between salt solution concentration 
and density.   
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Fifth Grade Continued: They are also read-
ing about the bends which is a condition that 
happens to deep sea divers after returning to 
the surface.  To understand how and what 
causes this condition, you must first know 
about saturated solutions.  
 
In health, the children are busy learning about 
infectious diseases.  Be sure to ask your child 
which disease they’re researching! In social 
studies we are continuing our understanding 
of how the Revolutionary War began and 
what happened during the war. The students 
will also be examining the key ideas in the 
Declaration of Independence, explaining how 
the rights of all people were not addressed, 
and how the Declaration of Independence ap-
plies to people today. In addition, the students 
will be decoding the preamble to our Declara-
tion of Independence.  
 
Mrs. Innocent& Mrs.  Mizerek  
 
 
 
 
 
Eastlake Media: It may be cold outside, but 
we are cozy in the library reading books and 
learning!!! Kindergarten has been enjoying 
fun read alouds including Book with No Pic-
tures and Knufflebunny.  
 
First grade has been learning about nonfiction 
text features while listening to narrative non-
fiction books.  
 
Second graders are growing as readers! 
Tackling chapter books has been building 
reading stamina!  Favorites include Mr. Putter 
and Tabby, Mercy Watson and Ivy and 
Bean. We also learned about the original 
Winnie the Pooh from the narrative nonfiction 
book Finding Winnie.  
 
Third grade has been spending time getting 
to know the Dewey Decimal System!  They 
have become experts at finding books in the 
nonfiction section of the library.  

Fourth grade has been learning about how to be 
good researchers! Learning how to utilize World 
Book Online and True Flix as ways to get infor-
mation for their upcoming Extreme Weather re-
search project.  In addition, we read the 
book Freedom on the Menu in celebration of 
Black History Month.  
 
Fifth grade did a great job with the Are You 
Smarter than a Fifth Grader Kahoot!  We re-
viewed all kinds of fifth grade information, espe-
cially research review! We have also been listen-
ing to Steve Hartman: Kindness 101.  We learned 
about empathy and purpose which are great at-
tributes to leave Eastlake with! 
 
 
Sue Gareffa 
Media Specialist 
Eastlake Elementary School 
--Currently reading Star Fish by Lisa Fipps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art News: We are hard at work on our Design 
Unit, inspired by art and architecture from around 
the world.  We are looking at how lines, shapes 
and patterns are unique to many cultures. I am 
working on taking photos of our Color projects 
and uploading them to our web gallery 
on www.Artsonia.com where you will be able to 
view and comment on them. These projects will 
also be displayed in school during parent teacher 
conferences, before being sent home. 
 
-Mrs. Gallagher 
Art Teacher, Eastlake and Mount Tabor 
 Elementary Schools 
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Physical Education: Hello Eastlake Families! 
We are now in the middle of a jump rope unit 
where all students will learn and practice individual 
short jump rope skills & tricks, single long rope 
and for 4th and 5th graders double dutch. Jump 
rope is a great recreational activity that can be 
used daily during recess to increase cardiorespira-
tory endurance. 
 
Starting in the month of March, all grades will par-
ticipate in a volleyball unit where they will learn 
and practice different volleyball skills. Grades 4th 
and 5th will eventually finish up the unit with a vol-
leyball game. 
 
Don't forget, 60 minutes of movement a day can 
go a long way! 
 
Matt Stanzione 
Health/Physical Education Teacher 
Eastlake Elementary School 
 

   

 

    

Music: The instrumental music students have 
been busy learning many new skills this win-
ter.  Our advanced students have started to work 
on performing their chromatic scale.  In prepara-
tion for this they have learned about the various 
accidentals and how the chromatic scale is built 
entirely on half steps.  They have also been work-
ing on identifying and implementing various articu-
lations and dynamic markings into their perfor-
mance.  

 

Our beginning students  have started working 
on their second concert scale.  They have also 
been busy learning about, performing and cre-
ating rhythmic patterns that include eighth 
notes.  Our beginners have also been working 
on performing their first full band arrangement 
and we anticipate starting a second selection 
this month.  I keep reminding the  band stu-
dents that practice is the key to their suc-
cess.  Thank you so much for supporting this 
at home! 
 
Warm Regards, 
Mrs. Perry 
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